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What happens when a library is required to close its doors? In Pawling, a lot happens! Covid-19 might have put a temporary 
halt on in-person services and events, but that didn’t mean we had to stop supporting the Pawling community. 

We drastically expanded our digital resources in 2020. Not only did we purchase eBooks and audiobooks for Overdrive/Libby 
at an unprecedented clip, we also increased access to streaming video by adding Kanopy and hoopla. Later, once the 100% 
work-from-home order was lifted, we introduced the myLibro app and began offering contactless checkout of physical items. 
We continued to offer contactless checkout even after we eventually got clearance to allow visitors into the library building. 

Social distancing requirements did not prevent us from continuing to offer programs and events for people of all ages. Some 
of our longstanding programs like afternoon yoga, Book Buddies, and Roblox Club simply moved online. In other cases, we 
introduced brand new online programs specifically designed for our new context like a parenting support group and lectures 
about the latest Covid-19 information. We also created on-demand content like Story Time Bites so that people could 
participate in library programs at times that fit best into their schedules. Knowing that the last thing some people needed was 
more time sitting in front of a computer, we rolled out our first ever take-home kit programs. These kits have been a huge hit 
with local families. 

Even though the pandemic is not over, we are looking forward to adding some in-person programs to our upcoming event 
schedule. Inside this report we have listed programs and events for people of all ages. Of special interest are the programs 
celebrating the library’s centennial. Beginning with a free jazz concert on the Village Green in May, we will kick off a year of 
special events celebrating our library’s 100th birthday! See page 3 for more information. 

The library’s centennial is a great time to look back at 100 years of service to the Pawling community. It’s also a great 
opportunity to kick off the next 100 years of excellence, as we continue to look for ways to improve both our patron services 
and our library building. Our Centennial motto, “Roaring into the 21st Century”, 
reflects our enthusiasm to grow and evolve, not just this year, but for many years 
to come.  

ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Brian Avery, Library Director  Amy Emke, Board President 

 We need your help planning the future 

of your library. Give your feedback at 

pawlinglibrary.org/survey 

Wondering when our next book sale is going to be? So are we!  

 People have donated so many books to us over the past two years, we can’t wait to get them into 
your hands as soon as possible. We are hoping it will be possible to hold our huge annual book sale this 
coming Fall. Visit our website or follow us on social media to get the latest information. 
 Meanwhile, we have begun a series of Summer Pop-Up Mini Book Sales on Charles Colman 
Blvd on the Second Saturday of each month, weather permitting. Hope to see you there!  

 “Thank you [to] the incredible 
library staff for all you do. This year, 
as difficult as it was, was made 
profoundly better for my family and 
I because of the Pawling Library. ” 

 -Meridith McDowell-Choate 



What a year this has been! Though the library was not open to the public for much of 2020 because of Covid-19, we still have 
many interesting and impressive numbers that highlight the myriad ways we were able to provide access to many of the 
services that the library offers both during and after the state mandated closure. 

Even before staff was allowed to return to the building, 992 patrons received phone calls to let them know about services and 
resources that were still available. Once we were allowed to work from inside the library, we were able to schedule over 500 
contactless pickups of our regular circulating materials such as books, movies, magazines, audiobooks, and video games. That 
doesn’t even factor in the 1,545 take home kits that we gave to children and families over the course of the year! 459 ESOL and 
tutoring sessions were held: first, in person before the pandemic struck and later, through remote learning for the majority of 
the year. Additionally, there were 17,580 WIFI sessions— an increase of 702 sessions over those recorded in 2019, despite 
being fully closed for a four-month period during 2020! 

Regardless of all that was distressing in 2020, we were still able to provide a brand-new service! Thanks in part to a grant from 
the Pawling Community Foundation, we started offering the opportunity to stream movies. People clearly liked the idea, 
because community members streamed 880 movies, which kept a lot of folks happily occupied during this stressful year of 
lock-down and quarantine. Finally, one of the most important numbers we proudly share is zero. Because of our commitment 
to keeping our staff and our patrons safe by instituting protocols meant to shield everyone from Covid-19 contamination, we 
are thrilled to report that throughout all of 2020, we had 0 cases of Covid-19 infection reported within the library. 
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BY THE NUMBERS 

Revenues 

Tax Appropriations 

Grants & Other Aid 

Library Charges/Other 

Donations &  

 Fundraising Net 

$450,000 

$30,724

$7,926 

$25,501 

 

Expenditures 

Human Resources 

Collections 

Programs 

Utilities & Maintenance 

Insurance & 

 Professional Fees 

Administration 

  

$334,736 

$45,168 

$18,507 

$44,631 

 

$21,600 

$27,522 

2020 OPERATING REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES 

Notes: Revenue figure includes a grant received in December 2020 for 2021 expenditures. 

Revenues and expenditures for capital projects are not included in these figures 

DELIA OWENS 



Why is the Pawling Library kicking off its year-long centennial celebration with a 
New Orleans Jazz band? Because in 1921, when the library received its Charter 
from the New York State Board of Education, what was known then as Dixieland 
Jazz, was all the rage all over the country! In the early twentieth century, the Great 
Migration of talented Black and Creole musicians who left New Orleans to seek a 
better life in the north, brought this vibrant musical genre to Chicago, Philadelphia 
and New York.  

And what better way to celebrate our one hundred years of service to our 
community than to shout out our excitement with this “brassy” introduction to our 
thrilling year of programming and events brought to you by the generosity of the 
Oliver S. and Jennie R. Donaldson Charitable Trust. 

While you’re celebrating with us, dance on over to the information tent where we will be sharing our program schedule for the 
year along with lots of information about the library expansion. Make sure to check out our centennial swag (all proceeds will 
help us build our new children’s wing, The Kids Corner.) Mosey on over to the food tent for hotdogs and lemonade. Or, just 
tap your toes to the sensational music of the Big Noise Brass Band, a raucous group of musicians from New Orleans and 
around the world who have shared the stage with the who's who of New Orleans musicians.  

Come for the fun! Come for the music! Come for the food! We will be celebrating rain or shine!  

NEW ORLEANS JAZZ ON THE VILLAGE GREEN: MAY 22ND 1-3 PM 

 COME CELEBRATE WITH US 
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pawlinglibrary.org/newsletter-sign-up  

For the latest in library news  
sign up for our monthly eNewsletter!  

http://www.pawlinglibrary.org


 

WHAT’S YOUR LIBRARY WORTH? 
Calculate for yourself at www.pawlingfreelibrary.org/value 
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The Pawling Library is committed to ensuring a safe environment that makes 
it possible for people to access library services without placing themselves 
in harm’s way. That is why we have divided our re-opening protocols into 
eight stages. Each stage tailors the level of access based on degree of public 
health risk identified by Dutchess County and New York State. We obviously 
implemented changes in keeping with state mandates such as requiring face 
coverings and social distancing, but we didn’t stop there. We also made 
alterations to our facilities in order to reduce the risk of transmission, such 
as placing a plexiglass barrier at the circulation desk and placing directional 
arrows and social distancing stickers on the floor. For those who would 
rather not come into the building at all, we provide contactless checkout by 
appointment in the library courtyard. And of course, we continue to offer a 
wide variety of online resources like downloadable audiobooks, eBooks, 
and streaming video. 

USING THE LIBRARY SAFELY 

The 2021 Tails and Tales Summer 
Reading Challenge will launch June 
21st. You can join us and log your 
family’s reading time on our 
website or stop by the library for a 
paper tracking form starting 6/21. 
Reading is a great way to create 
some screen free time for 
learning! 

SUMMER READING 

This summer, bragging rights go to 
the readers! Kids, teens, and adults 
will compete on teams to see who 
can spend the most time reading 
this summer! Will the kids be able 
to hold on to the Champ Crown, or 
will the teens redeem themselves 
after losing their two year winning 
streak? Plus, we’re introducing 
brag badges! Readers can show off 
their hard work, as time spent 
reading earns rare badges as well 
as special prizes. Added bonus-- 
participating in summer reading 
challenges helps students of all 
ages fend off the summer slide, the 
academic backtracking kids often 
experience due to summer 
vacation.  



Registration for children’s summer programs opens 6/21. Registration is required for all programming. Programs and events will 
take place 7/12 - 8/21, followed by our epic “Wizard of Oz” Family Block Party on 8/28 at Lakeside Park! 

The children’s department offers programs for children from birth through age 11. The schedule includes in-person events, 
take-home activity kits, and digital programs. As of this publication, all in-person events are scheduled to be held outdoors, as 
weather allows. Due to ever-changing COVID-19 health considerations, this summer’s schedule is subject to change. If public 
health considerations prevent us from holding in-person events on the scheduled date, we will contact all attendees about 
holding these programs online or replacing them with take-home kits. For up-to-date information on the status of in-person 
programming, contact our Children's Program Coordinator, Neena McBaer, at children@pawlinglibrary.org  
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 CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING pawlinglibrary.org/children/programs 

 

In Person Programs 

Baby Bounce and Groove: Early literacy for ages birth-18 
months and a caregiver. Tue 10:00-10:30 AM  
 

Toddlers in Training: Early literacy for ages 18-30 months 
and a caregiver. Thu 10:00-10:45 AM 
 

Twoodalo Twos: Early literacy for toddlers ages 2.5 to 3.5 
and a caregiver. Fri 10:00-10:45 AM 
 

Read and Play: Kindergarten readiness for 
ages 3-5. Wed 1:30-2:30 PM  
 

Pre-K Science Club: Science & math through hands on 
projects for ages 3.5-5. Thu 11:00-11:45 AM  
 

Summer Sensory: Cloud Dough: Literacy learning through 
taste-safe play for ages 2-5 and a caregiver. Tue 7/27, 4:00-
4:45 PM (Also available as a kit)  

Digital & Kit Programs 

 

Sport STEAM (K-5): Explore the science, math, and 
engineering skills that go into popular sports. Plus, we’ll 
talk Olympics! Tue 11:00 AM-12:00 PM (also available as a 
take-home kit) 
 

Dog Tales (Grades 1+): Sign up for one-on-one reading 
time with registered therapy dog, Alexander! Great for 
developing readers. Wednesday mornings, by 15 minute 
appointment 
 

Huge Hungry Hippos! (K-5): A real life version of the 
popular board game. Mon 7/12, 4:00-5:00 PM 
 

DIY Flapper Headband and Necklace (K-5): Learn about 
1920s flappers and how they changed America for women 
and girls, plus make accessories from the 
era. Mon 7/19, 4:00-5:00 PM 
 

Wild Lights Paint (K-5): Paint your own sloth 
or fox nightlight. Mon 7/26, 4:00-5:00 PM 
 

Babe Ruth and the 1920’s Yankees (K-5): 
Learn about one of the best athletes in US history; includes 
a hands-on activity! Mon 8/2, 4:00-5:00 PM 
 

Great Swamp Safari (K-5): Animals are loose at the library! 
Learn about local animals through play. Mon 8/9, 4:00- 
5:00 PM 
 

Jazz Greats (K-5): Create a makerspace instrument and 
learn about 1920s jazz greats like Louis Armstrong. Mon 
8/16, 4:00-5:00 PM  

Ages Five and Under 

School Age 
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Meet a Pirate!: Arrrr! Sail the seas and interact 
digitally with our pirate friend! All ages. Live Thu 
7/8, 4:30 PM, or request a recording to be 
emailed to you. 
 

Meet Captain Marvel: One of the most powerful 
superheroes will join us digitally to answer your 
questions and chat about what makes her 
awesome! All ages. Live Thu 8/12, 4:30 PM, or 
request a recording to be emailed to you.  

All Ages 

 

Sport STEAM (K-5): Explore the science, math, and 
engineering skills that go into popular sports. Weekly. Also 
available as an in-person program. 
 

Community Service Kits (K-5): Biweekly projects to do 
from home. Kits available weeks of 7/19, 8/2, & 8/16. 
 

Mindfulness Arts and Crafts (K-5): Weekly projects focused 
on sensory learning and focus. Weekly kit. 
 

Book Buddies (Grades 1+): Work 1:1 with a 
teen mentor on developing reading. Teens 
will provide literacy strategies to help when 
kids struggle. You must commit to 4 out of 6 
weeks to join. Digitally, Mon 2:30-3:00 PM 
 

Roblox Club (Grades 2-5): Biweekly Zoom 
gathering to play and explore. Wed 7/14, 
7/28, & 8/11, 1:00-2:00 PM  
 

Zoom Squad (K-5): Space for kid-driven 
casual games and social time on Zoom. Thu 
2:30-3:30 PM  

School Age 

 

Zoom Time!: Interactive story hour for ages 2-5 and a 
caregiver. Wed 10-10:30 AM 
 

Twodaloo Activities: Weekly activity kit 
for ages 1.5-3.5 and a caregiver 
 

Read and Play at Home: Weekly activity 
kit for ages 3-5 and a caregiver 
 

Summer Sensory: Cloud Dough: taste-
safe play for ages 2-5 and a caregiver. Kit Available week of 
7/27 or join us to play in person  

Ages Five and Under 



The library is dedicated to providing our teen patrons with fun and accessible social programs, 1-on-1 skill lessons, and 
volunteering opportunities. Programs will primarily be remote, either using Zoom or on a Discord server just for Pawling teens. 
Pre-registration for summer programs starts on June 14th. Summer programs will run between 6/21 and 8/21. 

Volunteer opportunities will be self-scheduled in coordination with the Young Adult Program Coordinator. Also, we are 
excited to announce the return of Project Do Something! Details for these programs and opportunities are listed below.  

Email Phil Prout, Young Adult Program Coordinator, at teen@pawlinglibrary.org with questions about the upcoming program 
schedule or to sign up for our YA programs email list. You can also call the library at (845) 855-3444. Leave your name and 
contact info and Phil will reach out! 

Special Programs Ongoing Programs 

pawlinglibrary.org/teenprograms 
YOUNG ADULT PROGRAMMING 

Roblox Group 1 & 2: (Discord) Roblox is one of the most 
popular online gaming hubs for children and young adults. Join 
us twice a week to explore new adventures, cooperative and 
competitive with new and current friends! Mon and Thu, 4:00 
PM 

Creator’s Challenge!: (Zoom) Do you daydream? Draw? Write? 
Just play pretend? This program brings young creators together 
with weekly challenges based on imaginary creations, whether 
it be a creature, character, planet, or just a line of plucky 
dialogue! Fri, 4:00 PM 

Teenspace: Virtual Hang out: (Discord) Hop on the Discord 
server and hang out with friends catching up on the week’s 
events. Discuss interests like games, books, anime, shows, and 
our favorite YouTubers! We also occasionally play social games 
like Among Us! Fri, 5:00 PM 

Dungeons & Dragons: (Discord) Dungeons & Dragons provides 
a risk-free and fun setting for teens to role-play different 
characters that are faced with harrowing quests that present 
diverse challenges. Whether it be problem solving to survive a 
diabolical dungeon, ethical-decision making to dole out justice 
to wrong-doers, or practicing good manners when in the 
presence of royalty, every teen can excel and work 
dynamically in the world’s most famous table top RPG. Group 
A: Sat, 9:00 AM & Group B: Fri, 10:00 AM 

D&D Junior League: (Zoom) D&D at the Pawling Library now 
has a dedicated group of 10 and 11 year olds. A shorter form 
of the classic game that is focused on familiarizing new players 
with the rules and structure of the game. Tue, 12:00 PM 

Principles of Animation with Chris Siemasko: (Zoom) What 
makes animation feel like it's truly alive? The 12 Principles 
of Animation, introduced by Disney animators in the book 
Illusion of Life are the secrets to making animation 
compelling and alive. Chris Siemasko, an animator for 
Pixar, will introduce children to the first three lessons all 
animators learn. Monthly Program in 3 parts: Wed 6/23, 
7/21, & 8/11, 3:00 PM 

Lotus Flower Lantern Craft Program: (Zoom) Take time to 
learn about Korean culture and make your very own lotus 
flower lantern! A guest educator will meet with teens and 
families on Zoom to guide them through the process of 
constructing lotus lanterns. Families will get to keep their 
lantern and decorate with them as they choose! Wed 7/14, 
5:00 PM 

Sonic Frontier: Space, Music, and more…: (Zoom)
Educators and musicians join our teen patrons to explore 
the science of music. The nature of sound will be explored 
with musical demonstrations using technology to visually 
display principles of harmony, unison, and vibration. The 
program will also describe the role of radio waves in 
Space and how broadcasts from Earth will be travelling 
through space forever. Tue 8/10, 4:00 PM 
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Volunteering 

Garden Club: Volunteer Program: (Individual in-person) 
The teen garden is the pride of our library courtyard. 
Create your own schedule to enjoy the summer weather 
and maintain the garden. We grow herbs and vegetables 
that our volunteers are able to harvest and take home 
while learning how to nurture this little slice of nature. Self-
scheduled 

Project Do Something!: (Zoom and in-person group) The 
much anticipated return of our teen volunteer program is 
imminent. Teens sign up to have bi-weekly meetings to 
work on collaborative community service projects. Teens 
also coordinate with the Program Coordinator on their 
own individual projects focusing on an issue of their 
choice. Every other Wed, 4:00 PM 

The 2021 Tails and Tales Summer Reading Challenge 
will launch June 21st. You can join us and log your 
family’s reading time on our website or stop by the 
library for a paper tracking form starting 6/21. 

This summer, kids, teens, and adults will compete on 
teams to see who can spend the most time reading this 
summer! The incumbent champions of last summer are 
the children, however the teens are looking to renew 
their reading prowess and reclaim the title! Parents and 
adults are not going to be excluded and will represent 
their own team this summer as well! A variety of prizes 
will be up for grabs. Readers can earn brag tags for 
correlating tiers based on their time spent participating.  



As we celebrate the Pawling Library’s centennial, a variety of events that span over a year’s time have been scheduled and 
more to be added, each special in their own way. One such program is I Remember When, which features some of our 
residents sharing their personal history of our quaint village and town of Pawling that they call home. In addition to centennial-
themed presentations, we have a writing workshop with author Maya Gottfried, and as summer comes to a close, Jay Erickson 
will be our guest host for our new monthly program, Come Together Pawling.  
 
At the entrance of our village is a sign that reads, Welcome to PAWLING: Where History Lives On As The Future Unfolds. In our 
one-hundredth year, we not only celebrate our library, we celebrate our patrons, many of whom we have seen grow from 
infants to adults. You are the most important part of our library’s history and we thank you. Full details about programs and 
events can be found on our Pawling Library website.  

I Remember When: A group of special people from 
our community will be sharing their fond memories 
of Pawling. Wed 5/19, 6:30 PM 

Fashion: Past to Present with Nicol Furlong of 
NICÓLJOË: From the age of flappers to the Mod 
60s and beyond, the ever-evolving styles of the 
fashion world will be explored. Wed 5/26, 7:00 PM 

No One Walks Alone: Presented by Donna Thomas 
and Dr. Jamie Arnoff of James’s Warr;ors. A 
personal and open discussion about depression, 
mental illness, and suicide and how to talk about it. 
Thu 5/27, 7:00 PM 

Summer: One Community, One Book: The Great 
Gatsby: Community-wide book discussion led by 
author Stephanie Rogers. Wed 6/9, 6:30 PM 

Just Keep Writing: Author Maya Gottfried on 
writing as a celebration of life, even when life is 
tough. Wed 6/16, 7:00 PM 

Poetry Workshop: Exploring the Art and Craft of 
Writing Poetry from Past to Present: During the 
program participants will be invited to read a poem 
of their own. Presented by author Marian Grudko. 
Wed 6/23, 7:00 PM 

Stories about the Animals at a Farm Sanctuary: 
Presented by Ellen and Bill Crain of Safe Haven 
Farm Sanctuary. Thu 7/22, 7:00 PM 

Start Climbing Your Pawling Family Tree: Presented 
by Genealogist Sarah Gutmann. Wed 7/28, 7:00 PM 

The Roosevelts and Race with Jeffrey Urbin: This 
presentation examines how the Roosevelts 
promoted progressive policies and programs. Wed 
7/29, 6:30 PM 

Talking about Health: Healing the Body and Mind: 
Presented by Dr. Nancy Iankowitz, Carol-Lee 
Kantor and Gabrielle Semel. Fri 7/30, 7:00 PM 

Classics of the Twenties: An Examination of the 
Novels that Changed Literature: Presented by 
author Marian Grudko. Wed 8/18, 7:00 PM 

Ann Pearlman: My Life as a Writer: Pulitzer Prize 
nominee author Ann Pearlman shares fascinating 
stories of her life and writing career. Tue 8/31, 6:30 
PM 

Autumn: One Community, One Book: A Passage to 
India: Community-wide book discussion led by 
author Stephanie Rogers. Wed 9/8, 6:30 PM 

Special Online Events 

Afternoon Hatha Yoga with Maria Polhemus: 
Improve your flexibility and strength while 
relieving stress. Tue, 1:00 PM 

From Memory to Family Memoir with Robin 
Lester: Learn to write your family and personal 
history. Wed 5/5, 6/2, 7/7, & 9/1, 6:30 PM 

Job Search 101 with Maryann McKenzie: At this 
free monthly workshop, you’ll receive individual 
attention to aid you in your job search. NOTE: 
Each 1/2-hour time slot is available for one 
participant. Mon 5/10, 6/14, 7/12, 8/9, & 9/13, 
10:00 AM 

The Evening Book Conversations: Share your 
passion for reading, & discuss your favorite 
books. Wed 5/12, 7/14, & 8/11, 6:30 PM 

Tuesday Afternoon Book Club: Share your 
thoughts about your favorite novels with friends. 
Tue 5/25, 6/29, 7/27, & 8/24, 4:00 PM 

Graphic Novel Book Club: A book club for 
adults that discuss a wide variety of graphic 
novels & comics. Tue 5/25, 6/29, 7/27, & 8/24, 
7:00 PM 

Art-Room: A Gathering of Artists: Discuss art 
projects, the techniques and skills you naturally 
possess and those you’ve acquired, with your 
fellow artists. Fri 5/21, 6/18, 7/16, & 8/20, 6:30 PM 

Dinner Table: Food and Conversation with Chef 
Peter Gobin / Online Program: Each month Chef 
Peter Gobin will be talking about our favorite 
subject: food, and preparing a new dish to 
delight you. Fri 5/28, 6/25, 7/23, & 8/27, 7:00 PM 

Coloring Group: Adult Art Workshop: Every 
Monday we’ll be coloring a new mandala design, 
while also enjoying a good round of 
conversation. Mon, 2:00 PM (starting in August) 
Come Together Pawling: Each month we’ll 
explore a new topic with an open discussion led 
by a different community leader. Mon 7/5, 8/2, & 
9/13, 7:00 PM 
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pawlinglibrary.org/adultprograms ADULT & FAMILY PROGRAMMING 

Ongoing Online Programs 

Register online for any adult 
programs or email Donald 
Partelow, Adult Program 

Coordinator, at 
adult@pawlinglibrary.org 



11 Broad St. Pawling, NY 12564 
www.pawlinglibrary.org 

  

Un versal 

The Pawling Library’s annual report to the 
community, including summer programs, 
vital statistics, finances, safety guidelines, 

and a look ahead to the library’s centennial . 

by OverDrive mhls.overdrive.com 
pawling.kanopy.com 

Megan Burlington, Amy Emke, Heather 
Fidler, Karen Franco, Stephanie 

McLaughlin, David Potter, Wanda 
Rusiecki, Nick Robertshaw, Chris 
Shaw, Susan Stone, Virginia West 

LIBRARY TRUSTEES 

The Pawling Library now offers 

free delivery of materials to 

patrons who are physically 

unable to visit the library, 

including the elderly, the 

disabled, and those who are 

temporarily incapacitated by 

illness, accident, or pandemic. 

For more information about this 

program contact us at (845) 

855-3444 or email Tom at 

circ@pawlinglibrary.org 

HOMEBOUND DELIVERY 


