
PAWLING FREE LIBRARY 
Board of Trustees 
Minutes of Meeting 

August 13, 2020 
 
Attendees: Stephanie McLaughlin, Nick Robertshaw, Susan Stone, Karen 
Franco, Amy Emke, Heather Fidler, Megan Burlington, Wanda Rusiecki, and 
Brian Avery (Director) 
 
Absent: Virginia West 
 
Call to order: Meeting was called to order via zoom at 6:55. 
 
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Motion to approve by Stephanie & 2nd by 
Heather. All in favor. 
 
Director’s Report:  A copy of the report was provided to all trustees. Items 
discussed were: 

• During the Hurricane Isaias power outage, many people used the library’s 
wifi, from both inside and outside the building. 

• A study on how long COVID viral load remains on library materials has 
been published; it showed that 99.2% of the virus is gone after an hour.  

• The Little Free Library on the Appalachian Trail will need to be re-stocked 
at least once a month. Amy, Wanda, and Karen volunteered.  

• Annual staff and trustee harassment training is due for 2020. 
• With one exception, patrons have been compliant with the mask-wearing 

rule.  
• The Assurances: State Aid for Library Construction Program document 

was read aloud. Move to approve the Assurances by Stephanie, 2nd by 
Megan. All in favor.  

• Move to approve the director’s report by Stephanie, 2nd by Amy. All in 
favor. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: A copy of the report was available to all trustees on 
request. Move to file. 

• Move to take $1,000 from the staff development budget line and move it to 
the children’s book budget line, by Stephanie, 2nd by Nick. All in favor.  

 
New Business:  
a. Centennial.  

• Current plan: the centennial activities will begin in May of 2021 and go 
through May of 2022, culminating with the gala.  

• Centennial fundraising will focus on the new children’s wing.  
 
b. Book donations. Because the COVID pandemic has put the annual book sale 

on hold, and storage space is at a premium, a portion of the recently donated 



books have been passed along to the Pawling Resource Center, the Fishkill 
Correctional Facility, the Mid-Hudson Regional Hospital Behavioral Health 
Unit, and Wonderland Books. 
  

c. Reopening Procedures. The Re-Opening Policy Committee is going to revisit 
the rules. 

 
d. The Board wants to thank Dennis Munnelly for his generous years of service 

on the Board. His expertise has especially been put to good use as a member 
of the Buildings and Grounds Committee. Dennis, we will miss you. 

 
e. Next Meeting. Move to change the date of the next Board meeting to the first 

Thursday in September in order to hold it digitally in compliance with the 
Open Meetings law, by Stephanie, 2nd by Wanda. All in favor.  

 
 
Motion to adjourn by Stephanie, 2nd by Susan. Meeting adjourned at 8:20. 
 
Respectfully submitted by:  Karen Franco, Secretary 
 
Next Meeting September 3, 2020 @ 6:45 p.m. 
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