
The Pawling Libraryôs motto, ñCome Grow with Us,ò could not be more appropriate for the year 2015! This year, not only did the 

we continue to offer our popular and engaging programs for all ages, the Library and its patrons made an extra effort to expand its 

community outreach through programming and partnerships with local businesses and organizations.  

Our teens formed a group that they named, ñProject Do Something,ò and throughout the year, this groupðled by our Youth Services 

coordinator, Nicole Curcioð came up with many projects that gave back to our community. A few highlights include sewing hand-

made blankets for Project Linus, an organization that distributes blankets to local children in need, creating inspirational cards for 

Pawlingôs Friendship Center and The Grand Rehabilitation Center, and hosting an event with the Dutchess County SPCA to raise 

awareness and gather supplies for homeless pets. Over the summer, our younger patrons collected critically needed personal hygiene 

supplies for the Pawling Resource Center and made wind chimes and sun catchers to give out to home bound community members, 

including hand drawn cards with their gifts. Programming for adults also reached out into our community, quite literally with our 

Homebound Services, a program that brings books to patrons who cannot make it into the library, and our bimonthly Job Ready Ses-

sions as well as our annual Medicare Orientation provided valuable help to the unemployed and senior citizens in our community. 

Looking forward, the Pawling Library continues to plan for the future with our expansion project. With the help of a library archi-

tect, we have developed a plan to add a second floor to our libraryôs main building. This expansion would keep the library in the 

heart of the village while allowing us to continue to grow our services and make our community stronger. The expanded building 

features a dedicated childrenôs space and an area just for teens, as well as a larger community room. Our renovated library would 

also continue to provide spaces to facilitate people of all ages who come to the library to work, read, learn, and pursue personal 

growth. 

Please take a moment to read through our newsletter and catch up on all the exciting things happening at your library, including the 

first ever Pawling Reading Rally, a challenge where children, teens, and adults compete to see who can spend the most time reading 

over the summer! As you will see, The Pawling Library is growing by leaps and boundsðour programming alone grew by almost 

23% in 2015! We are proud of all thatôs been happening within our four walls and beyond, and look forward to continuing to im-

prove and meet our communityôs needs. 
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 The Library would also like to 

acknowledge the passing of long-time 

board member and volunteer, Dr. 

Shirley Shufer. In addition to her responsi-

bilities as a trustee, Dr. Shufer spent count-

less hours working with elementary school 

children and sorting donated books for the 

Library's book sales. Library staff and pa-

trons alike knew the library was dear to her 

heart. Dr. Shufer passed away peacefully 

on October 15, 2015.  

It is with deep regret that the Pawling Library 

acknowledges the passing of Dr. George M. 

Coulter, on May 15, 2016. Dr. Coulter, as 

President of the Library Board of Trustees in 

the early 1960ôs, was instrumental in the li-

braryôs expansion. It was under Dr. Coulterôs 

dedicated leadership that the library building 

at its present location came to fruition, making 

this invaluable community asset a lasting lega-

cy to lifelong learning. He will be greatly 

missed. 

Learning in Action at Your Library  
Here, family scientists work together to use what they've 

learned about inclined planes to create giant ball ramps in our 

Science Buddies Program, I Like to Move It. Science Buddies 

is our hands-on family science program that taps into a childôs 

sense of wonder, and brings the adults along for the ride! The 

sessions start with a single science concept, springboard off a 

science based story, teach important science vocabulary, and 

engage children with station activities that encourage observa-

tion, exploration and experimentation.  
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2015 was a banner year for community attendance and program services at the Pawling Library! Childrenôs Programming was up 

almost 7% in 2015 with 6,606 children and caregivers participating in the many educational and creative programs offered by Ms. 

Karen last year. Of course, things really get hoppinô at the Library during the summer months, when children are out of school, but 

based on Library Director, Casey Conlinôs research, more children and families than ever before are eager to take advantage of the 

wonderful programming available to them at the library year-round. With the current space limitations of our building, the library 

staff scrambles to find resourceful ways to accommodate the growing interest of all those eager to attend expanding programs that 

enhance childrenôs early education in areas of literacy, math, science, and technology. 

But itôs not only the childrenôs programming that has seen increased attendance. The Young Adult (Teen) programming has experi-

enced tremendous growth, thanks to Ms. Nicole, who has worked diligently with middle and high school students to identify their 

areas of interest and ways in which the library can meet those needs. The latest figures from our Library Director tell us that Ms. 

Nicoleôs creative teen programming has sparked the interest of a record number of teens; 2015 was the busiest year ever for Young 

Adult attendance at the library with more than 1,200 teens participating in library programming designed just for them. This is a 

nearly 140% increase over 2014. 

Those familiar with the Pawling Library know that great programming doesnôt just belong to the younger set. Donald Partelowôs 

library programming for families and adults is very popular in the community with well over 2,000 participants last year, which is a 

7% from 2014.  

In all, the Pawling Library served 9,855 community members through library programs in 2015! Thatôs a  

22% increase over 2014. Most impressive, however, is the door count, which tells the library staff 

how many times people actually walk through the library doors. That number was a  

whopping 70,313 in 2015. That means that folks in our community found 3,217 more reasons to 

drop by the Pawling Library than they did the year before!  

To find out more about the programs and services at the Pawling Library, log onto the library web-

site at www.pawlinglibrary.org. There is a whole world of learning opportunities waiting for you! 
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Library Cardholders 
4,495 

Population 
Served 
8,463 

DVDôs Circulated 
19,418  

Public Computer 
Sessions 
8,281 

Program Attendance 
9,855 

Library Visits 
70,313 

Books Circulated 
37,904  

Pawling Library Usage Statistics for 2015 
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Value of Library Services 

$1,028,453 
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Wow! Record-Breaking Attendance at our Library Programs! 

Whatôs Your Library Worth? 

Everyone loves a good deal, and sharing books, DVDs, 

and programs with your neighbors is one of the greenest 

and most cost-effective choices you can make. At $17 

per book, the 37,904 books we circulated last year would 

be worth $945,704. Likewise, 19,418 borrowed DVDs at 

$4 per DVD would be worth $64,610. Tallying just a few 

of the services that we offer, we can see that the library is 

a very good investment, using the 390,000 in taxes col-

lected each year to return over $1 Million in services, 

programming, and materials.  

Estimated Value of Services 

Books Circulated 

DVDs Circulated 

eBooks Circulated 

Kidsô Programs 

Teen Programs 

Adult Programs 

Computer Use 

Reference Questions 

$945,704

$64,610 

$29,370 

$99,099 

$18,150 

$30,585 

$66,248 

$18,607 

Receipts 

Town of Pawling $390,000 
Tax Receipts 

$390,0000 



2015 Expenditures 

$443,900 

Computer Coding for Kids: This winter and spring, the Pawling Elementary 

School and the Pawling Library teamed up to offer kids in kindergarten through fourth 

grade an opportunity to learn how to program computers and begin to create their own 

computer games. The classes, Learn the Code and Cool Creative Coding, were taught 

by the libraryôs Childrenôs Program Coordinator, Karen DeGennaro, and took place 

on Tuesdays in the Pawling Elementary Schoolôs library. 

In these computer-coding classes, students used both plugged and unplugged activities 

to begin to learn how to create their own games and stories. In the K-2 class, they 

learned how to drag & drop, program a character to move, create a logical sequence to 

reach a goal, and more. The older students learned how to program characters to move 

through mazes, move an ñartistò to draw pictures, and repeat commands to write efficient directions for their computers. Both groups 

learned to use Blockly, a visual editor that let them write programs by snapping blocks of code together. In these classes, children 

developed both computational and critical thinking skills and learned how to create, not simply use, computer programs. 

Over the past year, incorporating more science, technology, engineering and math into the libraryôs strong literacy programs for chil-

dren has become a priority for DeGennaro. Many people have asked her, ñWhy teach computer coding to children in elementary 

school? Her response, ñComputers are a huge part of their lives. Children pick up technology and how to make it work very quickly. 

We can either allow them to play computer games written by others, or we can give them the language and tools they need to make 

computers do what they want them to do. By starting early, we have the opportunity to lay a strong foundation for computer literacy, 

while at the same time teaching some valuable life skills. Computer coding teaches children about problem solving, logic, persever-

ance, and being creative. If they collaborate with others, they are improving their communication skills. Even if these children never 

decide to enter the computer field, they are walking away with some great skills.ò 

Partnerships & Collaboration: This was not the first time that PES and the library have collaborated on a projectðKaren De-

Gennaro has been working with Dr. Kirkhus for the past few years on summer reading initiativesðbut it is the first time that a pro-

gram took place in the school. Dr. Kirkhus was ñthrilled to collaborate this year with the 

Pawling Library and Karen DeGennaro in offering after school computer coding classes at  

the Pawling Elementary School. The children love Ms. Karen, and her classes filled up 

quickly! Students have enjoyed learning the basics of computer coding in this fun, interac-

tive, hands-on class.ò 

As visitors to the Pawling Library well know, the programs developed by our staff are 

often full to capacity and somewhat limited by our facility. Over the past year, the Library 

has partnered with community organizations and local businesses, as well, to find addi-

tional space so more patrons can participate in our classes while allowing us to diversify 

our program offerings. 

Through local partnerships, our patrons had the opportunity to cook with Chef Lucas Meuhlenweg at his restaurant,  

Petite. Participants honed their knife skills and learned how to make guacamole, hummus, homemade chips, and three delicious fall 

soups. Over the summer, John Brockway from the Pawling Historical Society hosted a walking tour into Pawlingôs vibrant past and 

this winter, patrons attended a performance of Marian Grudkoôs latest work, Claudine, at the Front Street Gallery in Patterson. The 

Library has also worked with The Quilt Basket and The Blue Olive to provide programming for its patrons. 

The Pawling Library is grateful for its strong community partnerships as they allow the library to accommodate the high demand for 

programming. As the library moves forward, it will continue to look for creative solutions to meet the community's demand for our 

programming and ultimately, hopes to have enough space at the library to accommodate all patrons who want to participate. 
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Meeting the 21

st 
Century Head On! 

2015 Revenue and Expenditures 

Revenues 

Tax Appropriations 

Grants & Other Aid 

Library Charges/Other 

Donations &  

    Fundraising Net 

$390,000 

$7,694 

$14,460 

$33,497 

Expenditures 

Human Resources 

Collections & Programs 

Administration 

Utilities & Maintenance 

Debt Service  

$306,777 

$47,762 

$48,061 

$37,381 

$3,619 

2015 Revenues 

$445,651 
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Childrenôs Program Registration 

Our lottery registration for all childrenôs summer programs will open 

Friday, June 10th at 12 pm through Saturday, June 18th at 4 pm.  

So pick up a lottery registration form at our circulation desk or print one out at home. Donôt miss this opportunity to keep 
your child reading this summer and loving every minute of it. All free and waiting for you at the Pawling Library! 

Red Hot Readers Rock!  

Our summer reading log will ex-

cite your readers to become all-star 

readers this summer! Just like in 

past summers, theyôll be reading to 

earn Red Hot Reader Points to 

spend in our September Store, but 

theyôll also be earning game credits to grow their athletes into 

super champions! There are challenges to help your child ex-

plore new ways to practice reading, too. Find out more about 

this engaging summer reading program at 

www.pawlinglibrary.org/readingrally. 

Summer Reading e-Logs 
For Students 3 Years to Entering Grade 5 

Book Buddies One-on-one reading practice for new, reluctant 

& struggling readers entering grades 1 - 4.  Thursdays, 4:00, 

4:45, or 5:30 pm. 

Rookie Readers 

Read-aloud practice for proficient 

readers entering grades 3 - 5.   

Fridays, 4:00 or 4:30 pm. 

Reading Practice Programs 
For Students of All Abilities 

So parents, hereôs what you CAN do: 

�x�� Get out a book and read! 

�x�� Create some no TV or electronic game times each day. 

�x�� Visit the library regularly this summer for new books. 

�x�� Talk about the books you are reading.  

�x�� Model reading...send the message to your child that reading is important. 

�x�� Join the Pawling Reading Rally...you can even log your books at home for a mini-competition! 

�x�� Keep track of the weekly Reading Rally tally and cheer your readers on! 

�x�� Sign up for summer programs @ the Pawling Library...where we make reading fun and exciting! 

This summer the Pawling Library will be working hard to keep  
children reading. Why? Because research shows that students who do 
not read over the summer demonstrate significant academic loss in the fall. Itôs called the ñsummer slide.ò Even more distressing is 
the fact that summer reading loss is cumulative. By the end of 6th grade, children who do not read over the summer are up to two 
years behind other children. So now that you know these important facts, what can parents do? 

Make reading a priority in your home this summer. Here at the Pawling Library, weôre trying to build excitement about summer 
reading in the whole community. Summer after summer our children have logged thousands of books. So weôre challenging the 
adults and teens in our community to ñget with the program.ò Starting June 24th at noon...the race is on! In the Pawling Reading 
Rally, the Red Hot Kid Readers bet we can out-read the Teen Green Dragons and the ñTitleò Wave Adult Readers this summer, 
and weôre going to prove it. So kids, read like never before and weôll not only maintain our Summer Reading Champion Status, but 
weôll beat the summer slide AND earn make-your-own ice cream sundaes on Saturday, Sept. 10th @ 12:00 pm.  
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pawlinglibrary.org/readingrally 
Summer Reading: Game On! 


